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Eco Travelers, Gaia and Boundaries:
A Modern Exploration
of Nature Writing In Taiwan

Tsai, Chih-Yen
Abstract

The study reviewed the early texts of nature writing in Taiwan from
the perspective of Su, Shuo-Bin’s “Travel” and Karatani Kojin’s
“Scenery”, as well as other theoretical perspectives, in an attempt to
touch on two “boundaries” of meaning in writing about nature.
According to the uniqueness of some writers’ writing about nature
and the challenging to return from nature as the purpose of their
journey, they would be called “Ecological Travelers” in The study.
When the modern concept of “Scenery” allows the emergence of a
“framework of understanding” for nature writing, “change of horizon”
becomes possible; hence, the alternative “Gaia” concept of
non-human narratives will lead to a change in the way of viewing and
expression, and help to enhance the realization of “Entanglement”.
The study touches on the relationship between natural semantics and
the boundaries of emergine genres in the hope that literary research
can also be more meaningful if it allows alternative possibilities of
“text production and interpretation” and existing “boundaries” to
emerge.
Keywords: modernity, ecological traveler, agent, boundaries, nature
writing
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A research on Taiwan ritual
ceremonial monk’s prayers
of the star constellations

Chen Shing Shen

Abstract

In traditional folk beliefs, it is a common practise to celebrate the
feastday of Dou Mu & the constellation deity of the northern and
southern dipper during the peroid of the ninth lunar calender's first
nine days, this is also the time when various ritualistic ceremonies
would be held to pray for blessings & longevity purposes, it is also
held to pray for the nation's well being& the natural elements to be in
favour of the country. The ritual of worshipping the star constellations
originally belonged to the Taoist belief of helping all beings to avert
diasters& dangers, it is also one of the main ritual texts to invoke for
such blessings of this nature. It also worth mentioning that the Fu
Zhou & Taiwanese Buddhist ritualistics had compiled their own
"Medicine Master (Bhaisajyaguru) Constellation text" and Taiwan
had continued using this mentioned text and further compiled into
"Longevity Star Constellation text". The contents involves invoking
the presence & blessings of the seven medicine buddhas
(Bhaisajyaguru) of the eastern worlds taking over the position of the
seven constellation deities of the northern dipper, they also

* Assistant Professor of National Open University
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trasformedDoumu into Maruci Deva & added on the twenty four

heavenly beings with recitation of the mantras of Bhaisajyaraja &

Bhaisajya-samudgata for additional functional purposes of blessings

in hope of using such a ritual to invoke blessings of longevity &

blessings on behalf of their devotees.

Keywords: ritualistics, Maruci Deva, Northern Constellation,
Medicine Master (Bhaisajyaguru) Constellation text,
Longevity Star Constellation text.
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Xunz1’s thought process
of “model after latter kings ™

Shang-Hsuan Li"

Abstract

Xunzi’s important thought process is to model after latter kings, but it
is not clear who the latter kings are. Although scholars have
deciphered a number of possibilities of what exactly that means,
judging from the “Xunzi” publication, there is room for interpretation.
Not that Xunzi does not model former kings, it is because that is
generations past. Therefore, Xunzi believes that it is by modelling
latter kings that one can infer the relics of his predecessors.

As far as the rising of latter kings, they can be neither Zhou Wen
Wang nor Zhou Wu Wang. By the same token, speaking from the
powers vested in the monarch and its officials, the latter kings can be
neither the Duke of Zhou nor Confucius. However, judging from the
“Xunzi” publication, it can reasonably be presumed that the latter
king should be Zhou Chen Wang and the emperor whom he most
respected is the Duke of Zhou. This inference flows symmetrically
with the philosophical studies in the “Xunzi” publication.

Keywords: Xunzi, former kings,latter kings, Zhou Chen Wang, Duke

of Zhou

“ Adjunct Assistant Professor, General Education Center, National Open University
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