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Slipped Away BY AVRIL LAVIGNE

I miss you.

Miss you so bad.

I don't forget you.

Oh it’s so sad.

I hope you can hear me

I remember it clearly

the day vou slipped away

was the day I found it won'’t be the same.

I didn’t get around to kiss you goodbye on the hand
I wish that I could see you again.

I know that I can'’t

I hope you can hear me

cause I remember it clearly

the day you slipped away

was the day I found it won’t be the same
I've had my wake up

won'’t you wake up

[ keep asking why

and I can't take it

It wasn't fake.

It happened you passed by.

Now you're gone

Now you’re gone

There you go

There you go

Somewhere I can’t bring you back.



Now you’re gone
Now you're gone
There you go
There you go

Somewhere you are not coming back.

I miss you.
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Vlessage m—

Dear Robert,

Words can not express my concern for you and for your
family. Azina is my academic daughter and her indomitable
spirit pulled her and all those who became her friends and fellow
students through the trials of getting a Ph.D. She fought the battle
of the English Language and got me to think in Mandarin English.
She never gave in. When I visited Taiwan, she made sure my visit
encompassed all I wished to see and to know about her life and
her country. She taught me to visit temples and ask for answers to
questions. [ treasure the moments | spent with your family. Please
let Azina know that I am with her in spirit. Please let everyone
know that her spirit lives on in all those she inspired to succeed.

O Lim X O &8 EXEESHIR (v=) kRO
AEE G

Rosemarie Park
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Dear Robert and Family:

Please tell my dear friend Azina that she is, as always, in
my thoughts and prayers. I know she faces her late “test’ as
she faced all the others she took while we studied together at the
University of Minnesota: with great courage, grace, and dignity.
Azina knows she has my love, respect, and eternal gratitude for
what she meant to me as a fellow student, study group participant,
and most of all, as a friend.

As Rosemarie Park said, Azina was an inspiration to each of
us in our study group. Her preparation for each class and activity
always exceeded expectations, her mind quickly captured the
essence of each idea and theory, and very often, she led our group
to a deeper understanding of concepts she seemed to understand so
well.

I will never forget how--in the middle of one class we shared-
-Azina leaned over to tell me that she had to leave a little early.
Later, I found out that she left to take her oral exam, the most
difficult of all the tests PhDs must take. While the rest of us
worried for days--and even weeks--before that exam, Azina took
it in her stride, accepting it as a natural part of the process. As she
did so often, Azina set an example for the rest of us to follow.

My most treasured memories of Azina are when she would
come to the house with your children. I have several pictures of



Christmas parties and summer swimming parties that I will send in
another letter, and also--if I can find it--some video tape of the kids
helping to decorate the Christmas tree! She was so proud of your
children, and so happy that they were able to study in the US,
even for a short time. Please give each of them a hug from me, and
never let them forget their very special mother.

I wish I could be with you and the family, Robert as you g0
with Azina on this most difficult journey. Please know that the
hearts of so many people here in Minnesota ache with the pain
of impending loss, and pray for peace for your whole family, but

especially for our friend, Azina.

Sincerely,
Sharon K. Sundre, PhDPrincipal Consultant
(AZEXBEAARHNELIERZ)




Dear Robert and Children:

Thank you, Robert, for taking time to let me know of Azina’ s
passing. Although I can only imagine the depth of the grief
the four of you share, please know that so many people here in
Minnesota also mourn the death of a wonderful friend, excellent
teacher, and exemplary role model.

When I heard how ill Azina was, I re-read the emails we' d
exchanged as we discussed her illness, and was, once again,
amazed by her courage. As she came to terms with the finality of
her cancer, I believe Azina rose to a place above the illness itself,
a place where she found strength, peace, and an intimacy with a
higher power so few of us ever find. As she taught those of us who
were in her study group at the University of Minnesota about the
process of earning a PhD, so, even with her untimely death, she
taught everyone she touched how to accept the future--whatever it
brings--with grace and dignity.

Attached is my favorite picture of Azina, the one I have on
the wall of my office. It was taken just before Bella, Jason, and I
took Azina to the airport to come home to you after she’ d finished
the final edits on her dissertation. She was so excited to get home,
that she could hardly sit still as we waited with her in the airport.

I’ d also like to share parts of one of her last emails with
you, as I believe it gives a moreclear picture of the woman Azina



had come to be as she prepared for the last great test of life. It
is, I believe, the best memorial to her spirit, her strength, her
philosophy.

God bless you, Robert, as you go through the next very
difficult days. Know how much Azina loved her husband and
children, and what a great gift her brief time on earth was to so
many people who will never forget her.

Sincerely,

Sharon K. Sundre, PhDPrincipal Consultant
(AZAEZBEAKRNHELIEREZ)
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Vlessase m—

Hello Robert and children,

What a kind and gentle lady, loving mother, and supportive
friend has passed on this morning. My heart goes out to
you, Robert, and especially to you, children...your wife and mother
will be missed for the many kind ways she touched us all. We are
all the better for having known and witnessed her goodness and
courage and I am grateful for her having passed my way. I still
keep the figurine she gave me at Christmas and remember how
our ladies’ group supported each other through our PhD studies.
May you find strength and peace in knowing that her spirit lives
on in the fond memories of those for whom she made a positive
difference. We learn best from those who model a positive way of

living, and your mother and wife, Azina, certainly did that for us
all.

In sadness and remembrance,

Candace McClenahan

(AZAXBERAKRHNELIREZ)
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